and ecology of native and alien mollusc species in the Polish fauna (Figs 3-4 ). The objects of her research were anthropogenic water bodies, especially those originating in subsidence basins resulting from mining; such water bodies are usually omitted in hydrobiological studies. In her research, she focused on identification of threats and assessment of the impact of anthropogenic changes of aquatic habitats on the diversity of benthic invertebrates and the role of anthropogenic water bodies in maintaining the diversity of aquatic fauna in industrial and urban areas, as well as the processes of dispersal of alien species.
Such habitats are often unsuitable for native species, but they facilitate the spread of alien species due to the limited competition. The newly formed reservoirs provide unoccupied niches, thus facilitat- ing introduction and establishing of populations of alien species. Professor Strzelec's research revealed a set of factors conducive to colonisation of water bodies by alien species of snails which come from various parts of the world, and enabling them to form permanent populations. The research initiated and conducted by Professor Strzelec focused mainly on the knowledge of the fauna of the Upper Silesian industrial area and invasive species. It made a valuable contribution and significantly expanded the knowledge of benthic macroinvertebrates, mainly freshwater snails of Upper Silesia.
Małgorzata Strzelec was author and co-author of 51 original research publications, 20 review papers, 2 monographs and 3 handbooks. Actively, together with the research team which she created at the Faculty of Biology and Environmental Protection, University of Silesia, she participated in national and international conferences as well as in implementation of research projects . She was manager in a project funded by the European Regional Development Fund BioGeo -Silesia "Alien and invasive species in the fauna of the Silesian Voivodship", as well as a contractor on the issue of alien freshwater snails in the project "Alien invasive species in the Polish fauna in the context of biodiversity protection" (KBN Project of Ministry of Science and Higher Education). Professor Małgorzata Strzelec had extensive knowledge, experience and significant achievements in university teaching. She was a highly-respected teacher, awarded the "Golden Microscope" by students at her Faculty. Under her patronage, 145 students graduated (master degree); another seven got their bachelor's degree. She supervised eight doctoral theses, reviewed two doctoral dissertations, as well as five habilitation theses and one procedure for professor's degree. She was a member of scientific societies, including the Association of Polish Malacologists, the Polish Hydrobiological Society and the Committee on Environmental Protection and Waste Management of the Polish Academy of Sciences. She also worked in the editorial committees of Folia Malacologica and Nature of Upper Silesia.
During the more than 40 years of work at the Faculty of Biology and Environmental Protection of the University of Silesia, she performed many responsible functions, requiring extraordinary organisational skills, which she was endowed with. She was Head of the Department of Methodology of Biology, later (2008) transformed on her initiative into the Department of Hydrobiology. In 1999-2002, she was deputy dean for student affairs, she also worked in many Senate and Department Commissions. From 2008, she chaired the Faculty Awards Committee. In addition, she managed postgraduate studies "Teaching Nature and Biology" and was an examiner of the Biological Olympics at the provincial level.
For her scientific and organisational achievements, she received nine Rector's Awards, including six individual ones. The commitment of Professor Małgorzata Strzelec to the development of the Faculty of Biology and Environmental Protection and the University won her the silver award "Zasłużony dla Uniwersytetu Śląskiego" and the Silver Cross of Merit.
Professor Małgorzata Strzelec's achievements included not only scientific publications and various activities; she left a group of her employees, in whose hearts she will remain forever. We had the pleasure and great honour to work with Professor Strzelec. Now there remains an emptiness because of her absence and the space that cannot be filled. We would like to bid farewell to our Professor with deep regret and a sad reflection on the inevitability of passing away. We shall keep her rationality, knowledge, good advice, kindness and warmth forever in our hearts and memory.
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